Writing Cause and Effect Paragraph

A cause and effect paragraph explains why the action of one thing (the cause) produces
a result (the effect). In composition, cause and effect is a method of paragraph
development in which a writer analyzes the reasons for—and/or the consegquences of—
an action, event, or decision.

A cause-and-effect paragraph can be organized in various ways. For instance, causes
and/or effects can be arranged in either chronological order or reverse chronological
order. Alternatively, points can be presented in terms of emphasis, from least important
to most important, or viceversa.

Study the following examples of a cause and effect paragraph.

Sample 1:

There are many advantages to purchasing fresh fruit and vegetables as an aternative
to popular processed fooditems at your local grocery store. While potato chips and donuts
are tasty and frozen food is convenient, a habit of eating food prepared in afactory leads
to overall poor nutrition and can cause bad health. These If | had listened to my teachers
who encouraged me stay in college, | would bein a much better financial positiontoday.
Instead, when | was nineteen, | dropped out of college and drifted from onejob to another.
At firgt, It felt good to have money while friends of mine who remained in college were
aways broke, but soon | realized my mistake. Friends of mine who graduated with
degrees in business and science were suddenly making three or four times what | was
making as a manager of a shoe store. In addition, | began to feel as though my education
was incomplete. Something was missing from my life. Gradually, the conseguences of
my short-term thinking became evident; therefore, At the age of twenty-five, | returned
to college to pursue a degree in business administration. 7

Sample 2:

Recently, Indonesian news media shocked by thick smokein Riau. It happens because
there are some people that irresponsibly burn the forest. Thousands hectare forest is
burned, and it makes some negative impact for people in Riau. The effect does not just
feel to people in Riau, but also to people in Padang, Malaysia, and Singapore. These are
some negative impact because forest combustion in Riau. The first effect is the learning
and teaching activity process in Riau is disturbed. It happens because the level of clean
air is in danger level and it is impossible to do learning and teaching activity. This
situation makes teacher become worry because the students of twelve grade will face
national examination and it is very disturbing their concentration. The second effect is
economy of Riau decrease significantly especially because the airport closing. That
happens because it is impossible to fly in such condition and the activity of flying need
to close for a while. The last is many people especially children get disease like acute
respiratory tract infections, pneumonia, asthma, and skin irritation. | hope this situation

will end soon. 7

(Source: https://www.thoughtco.com/cause-and-effect-composition-1689834)




