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A phrasal verb is a combination of words (a verb + a preposition or verb +adverb) that when used together, usually take on a different meaning to that of the original verb. Look at the example of phrasal verbs with the verb ‘look’.

· Look over : to examine something quickly
· Look through: to read something qucikly
· Look after: to watch or to take care of someone or something
· Look ahead: to think about what may happen in the future
· Look around: to visit a place and look at the things
· Look at: to think about a subject carefully
· Look back: to think about something that happened
· Look for: to search for someone or something

Study the examples of phrasal verbs in context.

1. Be sure to put on a life jacket before getting into the boat.
2. We left out the trash for pickup.
3. It’s time to get on the plane.
4. What will she think up next?
5. I’m having some trouble working out the solution to this equation.
6. We’re going to have to put off our vacation until next year.
7. Stand up when speaking in class, please.
8. We’ll have to wake up early if we want breakfast.
9. Take off your shoes before you walk on the carpet.
10. My dog likes to break out of his kennel to chase squirrels.

Grammar Exercises

(a) Choose A, B, C, or D for the best answer.

1. Someone 	my car last night and stole the stereo.
A. broke down	C. broke up
B. broke into	D. break through

2. Will you be able to 	this month with the little you have?
A. get to	C. get by
B. get down	D. get off

3. Stop complaining and 	your work!
A. get on with	C. get over

B. get into	D. get off


4. We’re going to have to 	our trip to Spain until September. (put up/ put off)
A. put on	C. put off
B. put up	D. put into
5. I 	Amir today at the supermarket. It was great to see him.
A. run out of	C. run out
B. run into	D. run down
6. Put your shoes 	. It's too cold to walk around barefoot.
A. down	C. up
B. into	D. on

7. I love this song! Do you mind if I 	the volume?
A. turn on	C. turn up
B. turn down	D. turn off

8. When  I was reading the paper, I 	this article.
A. came up with	C. came over
B. came into	D. came down

9. There are so many words in this text that I had to 	in the dictionary.
A. look into	C. look after
B. look up	D. look over

10. I cannot go out tonight. I must 	my little brother.
A. look out of	C. look after
B. look into	D. look up with


(b) Choose the correct phrasal verb from the parenthesis at the end of the sentence.

1. I’m so tired of Sophie 	her engagement ring all the time. (showing off, showing up)
2. The police would not 	to the kidnapper’s demands. (give up/ give in)
3. I thought I would 	for a cup of coffee. Is that okay? (drop off/ drop in)
4. Have you ever 	such an unusual piece of art? (come forward/come across)
5. It’s important to 	on time. (show up / show off)
6.  	your feet when walking; you don’t want to trip! (uplift / lift up)
7. The tree was 	by the wind. (blown up / blown over)
8. He 	his hat to show me his new haircut. (took off / took up)

9. I just can’t seem to 	this book. (get off / get into )
10. The firemen had to 	the room to rescue the children. (break into/ break down)

(c) Match the phrasal verbs with their meanings.

	1
	back up
	a. support

	2
	look after
	b. take care of

	3
	call off
	c. cancel

	4
	come across
	d. find unexpectedly

	5
	give up
	e. stop trying

	6
	drop out
	f. quit a class, school etc

	7
	go ahead
	g. start, proceed

	8
	turn on
	h. start the energy, switch on

	9
	figure out
	i. understand, find the answer

	10
	run away
	j. leave unexpectedly, escape





