GRAMMAR: GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES

1) Gerund

Gerunds and infinitives are sometimes referred to as verb complements. They may function as subjects or objects in a sentence. A gerund is a verb in its ing (present participle) form that functions as a noun that names an activity rather than a person or thing. Any action verb can be made into a gerund.

a. Gerunds can appear at the beginning of a sentence when used as a subject:
· Jogging is a hobby of mine.
· Jogging makes me feel fresh.
b. Gerunds can act as an object following the verb:
· Daniel quit smoking a year ago.

· They enjoy playing chess very much.

c. Gerunds can serve as an object after a preposition:
· I look forward to helping you paint the house.

· He’s crazy about playing online games

Below is the list of verbs and verb phrases directly followed a gerund:

	admit
	anticipate
	can't bear
	complete
	deny
	dread
	forget

	advise
	appreciate
	can't help
	consider
	despise
	encourage
	hate

	allow
	avoid
	can't see
	continue
	discuss
	enjoy
	imagine

	mind
	begin
	can't stand
	defend
	dislike
	finish
	involve

	miss
	recall
	cease
	delay
	don't mind
	resent
	keep

	need
	recollect
	remember
	suggest
	postpone
	resist
	like

	neglect
	recommend
	report
	tolerate
	practice
	risk
	love

	permit
	regret
	require
	try
	prefer
	start
	mention

	propose
	quit
	stop
	understand
	urge
	
	


(a) Choose A, B, C, or D for the best answer.

1. He can't bear
so much responsibility.

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



A. to have
C. having

B. have
D. had

2. He can't stand her
in the office.

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



A. to smoke
C. smoking

B. smoke
D. Smoked

3. Do you mind 
here for a few minutes?

A. wait
C. to wait

B. waited
D. Waiting

4. The job involves 
to Japan once a month.

A. traveling
C. to travel

B. travelled
D. travel

5. The certificate requires 
two courses.

A. complete
C. completing

B. to complete
D. Completed

6. They postponed 
the marathon race.
A. hold
C. holding

B. held
D. to hold

7. Jack neglected 
his work.
A. do
C. To do

B. does
D. doing

8. We finished 
the room.
A. tidying up
C. to tidy up

B. tidy up
D. tidied up

9. He completed 
the novels.
A. to read
C. reads

B. read
D. reading

10. A polio vaccine prevents 
polio.
A. getting
C. get

B. to get
D. got

2) Infinitives

An infinitive is a verb form that acts as other parts of speech in a sentence. It is formed with to + base form of the verb. Infinitives can be used as:

a. an object following the verb:

· Jim always forgets to eat
· They want to water the flowers.
b. a subject at the beginning of a sentence:

· To travel around the world requires a lot of time and money.
· To present a paper in front of many people is not an easy job to me. Some verbs are directly followed by a noun or pronoun and then by an infinitive:
· I convinced Catherine to become vegetarian.
· He advised me to sell all my shares of stock.
Below is the list of verbs and verb phrases directly followed a to-infinitive

	afford
	care
	manage
	pretend
	prepare
	promise
	refuse

	agree
	demand
	mean
	wish
	remember
	challenge
	decide

	appear
	expect
	offer
	wait
	decide
	learn
	expect

	arrange
	fail
	pretend
	happen
	cause
	hope
	hope

	ask
	forget
	offer
	begin
	advise
	propose
	tend


(b) Choose A, B, C, or D for the best answer.

1. Kevin doesn't know what 
first as he has so many occupations.

A. to do
C. doing

B. do
D. do to

2. Cathy knows how 
the castle, she has a good map.

A. to reach
C. reached

B. reach
D. reaching

3. The Bank manager refused 
me more money.

A. lend
C. lending

B. to lend
D. lend to

4. His testimony appears 
been detrimental to the case

A. having
C. had

B. to have
D. has

5. Jerry advised me 
the letter.

A. read
C. reading

B. to read
D. read to

6. I have promised 
_ her my new dress.

A. show
C. showing

B. to show
D. shown

7. He consents not 
us the truth

A. tell
C. to tell

B. tells
D. telling

8. Carol expected her partner 
honest.

A. be
C. being

B. to be
D. to

9. She agreed 
me German

A. to teach
C. teaches

B. teach
D. teaching

10. I expect him 
me on his bike

A. riding
C. ride

B. to ride
D. rode

(c) Choose the letter of the underlined word or group of words that is not correct.

1. In the old days, gentlemen challenged their rivals fighting. A
B
C
D

2. As the famous saying goes, there’s no use to cry over spilt milk. A
B
C
D

3. Please allows me to join your Facebook page. A
B
C
D

4. Mr. Harris enjoys to invite people out to dinner.

A
B
C
D

5. Don’t waste my time complain about your salary. A
B
C
D

(d) Put the verb into the gerund or the infinitive:

1. She delayed (get) out of bed.

2. He demanded (speak) to the manager.

3. They offered (help) to me.

4. I miss (go) to the beach.

5. We postponed (do) the business.

6. I hate (arrive) too late.

7. She admitted (steal) the money.

8. I chose (work) here.

9. I really appreciated (be) on a holiday.

10. We couldn’t stand (laugh).

